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leration I have pleaded for, which comes neither to more nor leſs, tan 
this; That every ſingle Perſon, or particular Societies of Men, ſhou'd | 
be. permitted to Worſhip. God. as: they- think fit, now. the only. Argu- 
ment you bring to ſhow that I undermine my own foundation, is, that. 
afterward I Argue, for cutting off all ſuch from a ſhare of publick 
* Government, as cut themſelves off from the National Religion of the 
Land: And when you ſhow me the remoteſt inconſiſtence, between the 
_ denying to Men Secular Authority (which is all I wou'd have Diſſenters 
depriv'd of ) and the allowing them a liberty to Worſhip God as their 
Conſciences do's direct them, (which is all the Toleration I have plead- _ 
ed for) when (I fay) you ſhall, once-ſhow me. the leaſt inconſiſtenee, 
between the denying to Men publick Juriſdiction, and liberty to Wor- 
ſhip God as they think fit without, Puniſhment, I will then acknow- 
| ledge my miſtake in ruining my own foundation, which yet I look 
upon as unſhaken by any thing I have faid, and as ſo ſacred in it 
ſelf, that I aſſure you, that if it and Sacramental Teſts cannot ſtand 
together, I wou'd rather wiſn tos ſee the Church left in an abſolute 
dependence upon Providence, without any Adminicle of humane Wiſ- 
dom to ſupport it, than ſeek the Anti-Chriſtian ſecurities of Penal 
Laws to oppreſs, if it were but one ſingle tender. Conſcience. among - 
all Mankind. But, Sir, to prove the Lawfullneſs of Secluding ſome, + 
upon the ſimple ſcore, of their Religion, from any ſhare, of Secular c- 
Authority; Let me but ask you one Queſtion, and that is, Whether 
or no, you think, that no degree of difference in Religious matters is 


| a juſt ground to go by, in denuding Men of that Authority. If you 
| © thinkir ſhouw'd not, then Papiſts and Pagans, jews and Turks, and who 
not? (if they be but Engliſhmen) ſhou'd be admitted (upon your Rea- 


ſonings) to their ſhare of this Authority. If ſtill (notwithſtanding you 
have declar'd the contrary, without . conſidering the conſequences of 
what you have affirm'd) if ſtill (I ſay) you think. (which I hope you 
do) that there are certain differences in Religion, which are a ſuffi- 
cCient warrant to ſeclude ſome from Temporal Dominion, then J wou'd 
fain have you to reflect upon theſe two particulars. Firſ#, That this Seclu- _ 
ſion. ſhou'd be proportion'd to the differences of Religion, which conſi- 
dering the vaſt diverſity of Opinions about Religious Matters, wou'd 
prove puzling if not impoſſible to the Wiſdom of any Nation; which 
will bring us back at laſt: to Sacramental Teſts. Secondly,. If as you |}. 
ſay- pi 2+ Col. 2. of yours to me, the Queſtion: in: debate, is not who — || — 
has à right to Secular Juriſdiction; but who have, and ought to have 7 
unmalienably a capacity for it; the truth on it is, I never made this a 
Queſtion, nor never will with any body while I live. The Queſtion 
by its own evidence Anſwers it ſelf, for nothing can be plainer, 
than that all men have @ capacity (and that unalienably) for Civil 
Power, unleſs God and Nature. has denied it to them, or depriwd 
them of it. But my Queſtion is, whatever Mens Natural [capacities 
˙᷑ziu.ß p „ „ . 
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- may, be for the management. of Civil Truſts, whether 1 7 ot- 
withſtanding the lodging: of thoſe Truſts in ſich or ſuch; hand 
depends upon the Arbitrary determination of the Supreme Ay* 
_ thority, of any Country, where Candidates put ig for them, 
I fay the lodging of theſe Truſts in what hands ſever,” depends 

upon the, Determination of Supreme Anthority, and to convince 
you that it does ſo, I ſhall ſuppoſe, that all the Diſſenters of 
England, and Church Men too, were under the Turks Authority, - 
with all their Natural capacities about them, I don't ſee;, that 
therefore the Grand Seignior ſhou'd paſs for a Perſecutor ; tho? 
he ſuffer'd theſe Natural capacities (like many other ſus Nature ) 
to die, without ever being employ'd in any Secular concerns 
throughout his whole Dominions. But if he did deny them a 
Liberty to Worſhip God in their reſpective ways, then indeed he 
won'd prove: a Perſecutor. And the Reaſon's plain; becauſe in 
the one caſe, he only deprives them of what they have no 
unalienable right to be employ'd in; (however unalienable their 
capacities for it may be ſuppos'd to be) but in the other, he 
denies them that priviledge which belongs to all mankind, to 
wit a Liberty to Worſhip God as Conſcience does direct its true, 
you may alledge there is a great odds, between the caſe- of our 
Diſſenters, and that which I have put, and ſo indeed there is 
in vaſt and manifold: reſpects, but none: at all: as to their Natus 
ral capacitics, for Civil Power, Which here, 'and there might be 
the ſame ; and therefore both here and there may upon political 
accounts be brought under the ſame or the like reſtraints : Or 
if you turn the Tables, and ſuppoſe Mahometans born among 
us, with very good Natural Abilities for Government, it wou'd 
be odd from thence to Argue, that therefore we ſhou'd let them 
into Parliament. If you ſay that their Religion is totally different from 
- ours, which alters the caſe, I confeſs it does ſo, but yet their 
Natural capacities, from which you Argue, may be the ſame ; for 
by Nature they are not Mahometans, nor are we by Nature Chri- 
ſtians; but all Men by Nature have promiſcous Capacities from 
which it's plain, that the inference you draw from the common 
_ Capacities of Mankind, as to the right of Secular Power, will 

RR not hold more in favour of Diſſenters than Mahometans. And 

We — therefore, Sir, if you give any return to this, I deſire you may 

ſend along with it a ſhort Anſwer to theſe Three Queries. 

Firſt, Whether or no you reckon Mahometans, (or rather Jews, _ 

becauſe we have many fuch Born among us) Born in England, 

Engliſhmen. Seconaly, If you reckon them not ſuch, tell me, what _ 

but the difference of Religion deprives them of their Birth- 


right. Thirdly, If you reckon. them ſuch, tell me What it is but 
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